Staff Notes

It's All or Nothing

It's a matter of trust. When God says somethingl hamunderstand (e.g. how can water, bread
and wine be a part of forgiveness?), we need @ @k at his word and trust he would never aslous t
believe something that would be harmful for us.

-Deuteronomy 4:2 You shall not add to the word WwHiam commanding you, nor take away
from it, that you may keep the commandments oLtB&D your God which | command you.

-Deuteronomy 12:32  See that you do all | commaog go not add to it or take away from it.

-Proverbs 30:5-6 Every word of God is flawlessjsha shield to those who take refuge in him.
Do not add to his words, or he will rebuke you anave you a liar.

-Revelation 22:18-19 | warn everyone who heagsnbrds of the prophecy of this scroll: If
anyone adds anything to them, God will add to peason the plagues described in this scroll. And if
anyone takes words away from this scroll of progh&wod will take away from that person any share in
the tree of life and in the Holy City, which aresdebed in this scroll.

Note that from the first penman of the Bible (MoseBeuteronomy) to the last (John in
Revelation) the stern warning about adding to birsgting from God’s word is consistent.

Another very important lesson. Essentially those whoose to believe in certain parts of the
Bible but not all parts are saying they are smdh&n God (a very dangerous position to take).€Eitie
is God of all of our life, or he is not God at @kflect about that for a very humbling thought)e fénd to
compartmentalize God into certain areas of our Bigt he wants to be our God, the only God in der |
who influences us at all times (not just when waypor are in church). And our sinful nature doesn’t
want that at all.

Lord Jesus, we confess our sin of not wanting gdaetLord of all in our lives. We love our sins toach
to let you be in charge at all times. Because ofveeakness, we need your Spirit to strengthen \i& “
do believe; help us overcome my unbelief!” (MarR4): Fill us with an ever increasing devotion taiyo
and your ways that we may walk more confidentlyour love. Amen.

Discussion Starter
From the book “How Do We Know the Bible Is True” article by Roger Patterson. Published by Master Books

Though | have never eaten at one, there are sestiaiurants where the food moves past you on a
conveyor belt. You snatch up the California rolsl det the slabs of raw tuna pass you by. The gext
love the tuna and thanks you for letting it pashildive have preferences about the food we eabuldv
suggest that we cannot take such liberties withrilths God has revealed in the Bible.

Like choosing our food from a conveyor belt, itnsonsistent to accept those parts of the Bible
that are presented as historical narratives asrirseme places and untrue in others. Howeverjghis
what must be done in order to embrace the evolatjoniews of the big bang, the gradual formation of
the planet, the development of life on earth, d&edarrival of humans on this planet. If you holatee,
several, or all of these explanations, and caltselfia Christian, | ask you to carefully consities
guestion of the authority of Scripture in everyaaoé your life: are you elevating your own thougtutde
greater than God’s (humanism) on any of these g®int

On what authority do those who say we can seedSehesis as real history and yet believe in a
literal resurrection and the virgin birth make tbigim? If Paul was wrong about the connection betw
Adam and Christ, then why should we trust what Baid about the sins of murder, lying, and
homosexuality and our need for forgiveness thrddlghst alone?
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Promises Made, Promises Kept

No creature can keep all of his/her promises becthese are always circumstances in the future
we have no control over (e.g. “I'll meet you at’ but then get unavoidably stuck in traffic.)

God is trustworthy because every one of his prosrises been kept (except for the promises
relating to the end of the world because they'rhnfuture, and based on his history, every ortbage
promises will be kept, too). “Not one has faileid,’a pretty powerful statement.

All of God’s promises relate to our relationshigtwhnim, his plan of salvation for us.

As teachers of God’s lambs, this is a very impdrkasson to clearly get across to our children...
God cannot lie - he has to keep his word - his vatyre is truth and keeping his word (it has tavith
living in the eternal present, there is no paduture for him, it's all NOW). Encourage the chiairto
think of and share some of the other promises/moips God made and subsequently kept.

Lord Jesus, we know that every one of the pronaisédgprophecies you made in the Bible has come true.
But how can we know your promises about us willectmre? Like the one “l will never leave you or
forsake you” (Hebrews13:5)? At times, our lives batome very confused with the pressures of
teaching, the interaction with parents and churatnmbers, and our own selfishness. Forgive our
doubting your word to always love us and to keepaids until you take us home to be with you forever
That's a promise we truly want to believe. Amen

Discussion Starter
From the Book “How Do We Know that the Bible Is True” by Master Books.
Neutrality vs. Common Ground by Bodie Hodges

Have you ever had anyone ask you to “leave theeBibt of it” when you are discussing a
subject? Perhaps they say something like, “Letswlis this, but since | don't trust the Bible, yoe
going to have to use better sources, so we cananagtutral ground.”

This is a subtle tact to try to get you to throw the Bible and have a “civilized” discussion
about a topic, without all that supposed “religisusff "—in other words, to be supposedly “neutr&ut
there is actually no neutral position. The Biblekesit clear than man’s heart is evil and we aiteeeifor
Christ or against (Genesis 8:21, Jeremiah 17:9).

What they are subtly trying to do is to get yogiwe up the Bible as your ultimate authority
(your starting point) and trust theirs (man becothesauthority or starting point on the subjedtatd,
not God). In other words, they are trying to gat yo act like a secularist, and if you do so, yauéeh
already lost the debate.

Be on the lookout for those who propose that tigeseich a thing as neutrality in the debate.
There is no such thing as neutrality: He who iswitit Me is against Me, and he who does not gather
with Me scatters abroad (Matthew 12:30). Becausenrtimd set on the flesh is hostile toward Godjtfor
does not subject itself to the law of God, fosihbt even able to do sRdmans 8:7; NASBAdulterers
and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore
wants to be a friend of the world makes himseléaemy of God_(James 4:4).

We don’t want to get caught “giving up the Bible'rmheet on supposed neutral ground, otherwise
the non-Christians, especially the many seculatostay, win! This is because they are getting you t
leave the Bible out of the debate and thus delrateeterms of man’s opinions being the ultimate
authority (if the Bible is left out, then God idtleut, which means man is the ultimate authority b
default). In other words, they want you to giveyapir starting point of God’s Word, and replace iithw
their starting point of man’s word—so they win!




